

DIGGING OUT: 
Storm pictures, R14 


News Briefs 'yo coun i v rr.zc lidrkry 


-AROUND THE COUNTY 


COUNTY'S ECONOMY REFLECTED IN BANK DEPOSITS; CRACKDOWN AT HOSPITAL; INDEPENDENCE CRASH 
'HERS REMAINED ANY LINGERING DOUBTS ABOUT THE POST-DROUGHT GROWTH OF THE INYO ECONOMY, they 


P 

were largely dispelled this past week in the 
1 county-owned Inyo-Mono National Bank. Usu¬ 
ally, figures for bank deposits provide a 
fair indication of econordc health, and it was 
with an unrestrained euphoria that bank offic¬ 
ials released figures reflecting an increase in 
bank deposits that neared an enviable 18$ since 
the end of December, 1977• 

Donald Bickle, president of the banking 
firm that has seven branches in the two count¬ 
ies it serves, said in a press release that ihe 
bank has experienced "excellent growth in dep¬ 
osits, loans and income," an indication of a 
"continuation of the constant growth pattern 
over the past year." 

The "most marked" growth was reflected 
at Inyo-Mono's Mammoth -Calces branch. Cashier 
Neil Zdck told the news service that the bank 
had "rebounded" there with a remarkable 75% 
increase of the "two bad drought years." He 
also pointed out that the Bishop bank's bus¬ 
iness in 1978 reflected the town's "total ec- 
onmy 0 " 

For its stockholders' U8,038 shares, the 
bank paid two dividends in the reporting year: 
Net earnings per share increased to $5.77 from 
$Lo08 per share based on U5,931 shares. 

The bank's net profit after taxes was 
reported at $277,026.07 over $187,263*87. 

Most significant of the local growth was 
the 1978 figure for deposits: $23,538,709, as 
compared to 1977's $19,68U,38L|. Ths two divid¬ 
ends to shareholders amounted to a $l-per-diare 
pay-out in the first quarter and an additional 
5% stock dividend at he end of the third qiar- 
ter. Dickie's press release said that "Based 
on the performance of the bank, the board of 
directors is optimistic that cash dividends 
may be paid...in 1979." 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 3) 


release of the 1978 "operating results" of the 


Firing fiasco 


THE COUNTY "ADMITS" NO GUILT, BUT ITS OUT- 
OF-COURT SETTLEMENT IN A FIRING CASE REVEALS 
BASIC WEAKNESSES IN ITS PERSONNEL POLICIES 

F or ceta co-ordinator Jennifer duncan the 

choice had been an obvious one. Three ap¬ 
plicants had applied for the job as her 
administrative assistant - a job calling for 
the ability to deal with unemployment and work 
training programs - in short, a "kind of" soc¬ 
ial work. One applicant held a degree in zo¬ 
ology; another, a degree in creative writing; 
and the third, a degree in social work« She 
reasoned - with a degree of clarity not al¬ 
ways found in county offices - that CETA op¬ 
erates no zoo; neitlier has 
it any great need for creat¬ 
ive writers. So she settled 
on job applicant Pound, the 
graduate social worker. She 
was also familiar with his 
work reputation and his rep¬ 
utation for sobriety and hon¬ 


esty. 


H, 


Plaintiff Pound 

"This makes 
admit it" 


e was, in short, some¬ 
body she could work with. 

^er acquaintance with 
Pound became later a point 
eagerly seized upon by offic¬ 
ials who tried, unsuccessful¬ 
ly as it turned out, to shift 


them th e blame for vhat followed 
on nepotism or playing "fav¬ 


orites in hiring." And what followed was an 
administrative bungle that has cost the tax- 

(See FIASCO on Page 2) 




























FIASCO, Continued 

payers more than the county administration 
would like to be reminded of in these days of 
Jarvis austerity<> 

After she looked over the applicants, 
Duncan settled on Pound. She hired him - as 
she had hired others before - and told him to 
report to work. But Pound, not a man lacking 
in qualifications for several kinds of work, 
had also been accepted into another job in 
the Forest Service. Meanwhile, he had to pro¬ 
vide his present employer, the Dow Villa Hot¬ 
el, with sufficient "notice" to hire a re¬ 
placement, which he dido Then he opted for the 
county CETA job. 

Two days before he was to report to his 
new job he received a letter from Assistant 
County Administrator Mike Hanford telling him 
in effect that the county had changed its 
mind, that he was not to report to work. Hur- 
riedly. Pound called the Forest Service. Was 
the job still open? No; it had gone to anoth¬ 
er applicant. 

Pound thought the decision to fire him 
(for reasons still to be explained convinc¬ 
ingly) was a bit unfair. He brought his sto¬ 
ry to the media, and a reporter called Mike 
Hanford. Nervously, Hanford asked that the 
story be witheld from publication "until we 
can work this out.' 1 ^e explained that John K. 
Smith, the county administrator, was out of 
town but would be returning in two or three 
days at which time they would confer with 
Pound. He urged again that they would "work 
this out," and that he "didn't know" Pound 
had resigned his present job and turned down 
another. He strongly implied, but did not say 
in talking to the reporter.that Pound would 
probably be reinstated as soon as Smith "got 
all the facts." 

The promised conference was held. And 
Smith "got all the facts," to no availo Fbund 
was told he could appeal the matter to the 
board of supervisors, and so he wrote a let¬ 
ter of appeal pointing out once again his ob¬ 
vious qualifications and also the inconven¬ 
ience to which the county had put him. Then, 
to Pound's surprise and disbelief, his own 
district supervisor, Johnny Johnson, made the 
motion to reject the appeal and hire someone 
else - an action compounding the county's 
already sizeable error. It became in the eyes 
of practically anyone knowledgeable of the 
issue a clear-cut case of breach of contract. 

In days that followed (There were news 
reports about it), the officials tried as 
best they could to cover their tracks. The 
obvious, predictable, scapegoat was to be 
CETA Cb-ordinator Jennifer Duncan. Unconvinc¬ 
ingly, it was suggested that she had hired 
Pound because of her acquaintance with him; 
Duncan explained that in a town of 1000-or- 
so she was likely to know a lot of people - 
including the other two applicants. 

Pound was never quite sure just what 
behind-the-scenes pressures made the admini¬ 
stration so adamant in refusing to deal with 
the issue, or what policies - or politics - 
cost him the job in the first place. He had 
long since taken the matt a* to a lawyer, 

John Busho 

Bush wasted no time in accepting the 
case, and within days he filed a lawsuit in 
the federal court at Fresno. His investiga¬ 
tion had turned up nothing less than a num¬ 
ber of civil rights violations and charges 
Page 2 


reaching far beyond a mere breach of contract. 

The county attorneys handling the sud¬ 
den and hard-hitting suit told the supervis¬ 
ors that they'd probably do well to settle it 
out of court; it appeared they had little go¬ 
ing for them, especially in the breach of con¬ 
tract issue. ("I guess they figured I'd just 
back down and forget it," said Pound, "like 
a lot of others have had to do.") 

After months of haggling - most of it 
to allow a few top officials to save face - 
the county agreed to settle the case with the 
attorney. He had meanwhile agreed to reduce 
his legal fees and allowed the county to get 
out of it all with no requirement that any¬ 
body admit wrongdoing. Pound had asked for no 
punitive damages, only legal costs and his ac¬ 
tual out-of-pocket losses. 

■Hast week, Pound received his county 
check for $2000. But the county's other costs 
in legal time and effort, in red-tape and ex¬ 
ecutive sessions, probably came to consider¬ 
ably more 0 The responsible parties, once as¬ 
sured they'd not lose face, were not eager to 
continue tire matter; after all, it was "coun¬ 
ty money" fchat would pay for their error. 

Administrator Smith still denies that 
the firing was the county's fault. Smith blames 
it all on CETA Co-ordinator Duncan, claiming 
that he - and only he - has the authority to 
hire and fire. Duncan however had previously 
hired "on her own," thus setting a clear prec¬ 
edent and providing the only guidelines she 
had. She was cleared of any 'wrongdoing after 
she herself asked for a lawyer which the coun¬ 
ty was legally bound to provide for her. But 
in offering the lawyer, one county official 
in effect warned Duncan that her testimony in 
any lawsuit might determine her own job sec¬ 
urity. M e anwhile, Duncan had overheard a re¬ 
mark from John Smith who by then was aware of 
a possible lawsuit. "He said it. depended on 
haw Pound 'handled' the firing whether he 
would ever get a county job." 

By then Pound couldn't care less about 
a county job; he had accepted a position with 
a Bishop contractor paying considerably more 
than the CETA job would have paid, ^e said he 
could never prove the real motives behind the 
firing, but that he suspects pressures from 
one or two officials who were not bound by any 
clearly defined county hiring policy. 

Hecently, Duncan resigned - for reasons 
having nothing to do with the Pound case - but 
last week she was drawing up a list of "rec¬ 
ommendations" she feels will save the county 
a lot of future problems - and lawsuits. 

On receiving his settlement check, the 
plaintiff himself had a statement: "I settled 
for $2000 because it was a victory in the 
case and I decided to take it. We could have 
gotten a lot more by going on into court. But 
money was not the issue, except for my costs. 
The principle is that they make mistakes and 
that they are unfair. This makes them admit 
it. The lawsuit was a good learning experi¬ 
ence; I learned as a property-owner and tax¬ 
payer, just how inept our ccunty government 
is in certain respects. John Smith doesn't 
like for anybody to challenge his authority. 
All Mike Hanford does is say yes to Smith. 

As for Johnny Johnson, our supervisors are 
supposed to represent us - but it's always 
good old Number One that comes first." 

Bush said he thinks Pound had "rendered 
a service to the county." 





NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Despite cheering news down at 
the bank, however, at least one other 
sector of the economy - jobs - held 
stubbornly at a sluggish 6.2% unem¬ 
ployment rate, a figure comparing un¬ 
favorably v.dth the statewide 6% and 
the national figure of about 5o8$. 

It is a figure that Inyo may 
have to live with for some time to 
come. The reason: a lack of "real" 
job-providing industry. Building at 
Mammoth and at Bishop has helped the 
job situation, but, as many who 
would like to see a self-sufficient 
economy point out, the two coun¬ 
ties remain as always almost totally 
dependent on the tourist tradeo And, 
i t might be added, the weather - as 
uhe bank figures indicate. Without 
snow in winter, Inyo—Mono falls into 
a local depression rarely found else¬ 
where . 

Doubtless, Bishop's new shop 
ping center and fast-food outlets 
have helped the ailing money-flow 
problem. So may Caltrons when it in¬ 
creases its work force (The plant is 
i plastics firm) sometime late next 
summer from 60 to 180 employees. 

Figures released late in the 
week from Camillieri's Bishop office 
indicate that of a "civilian" work 
force of 10,000, 9,U75 persons are 
presently at work. 

And how is the ski business in 
the eastern Sierra this year? Not 
bad, but it could be far better. The 
skiers are not here in anywhere near 
the numbers they were last year. 

Why? This year, snow conditions 
are better for skiing at other of the 
state’s many slopes. 

INYO OFFICIALS HAD UTTLE DOUBT ab¬ 
out the meaning of DWP's Paul Lane's 
use of the word "satisfactory solu¬ 
tion" in the ongoing Inyo-DWP water 
controversy. Lane said recently that 
"The most vital issue confronting 
that utility is to achieve a satis¬ 
factory solution of crucial problems 
related to its operation in Owens 
Valley and Mono Basin." A rough trans¬ 
lation of that: DWP will have to win 
some points in its groundwater pump¬ 
ing case. Why the pressure? Officials 
of the Metropolitan Water District 
say now that MWD's entitlement to 
Colorado IdLver water could be reduc¬ 
ed by half in the mid-1980's and, 
further, that MWD might suffer a re¬ 
duction in water deliveries from the 
state water project which brings wa¬ 
ter from the northern part of the 
state. There are a few among Inyo's 
of fici als who think MWD may have made 
the public threat in order to bolster 
DWP's argument for more rip-offs of 
Ovens Valley watero The two agencies 
are said tc have played that game 
before. 

HOPTNG TO CURE SOME OF THE financial 
ills at Lone fine's Southern Inyo 
(Continued on Page U) 
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For Congressman Bill Thomas the selection was probably 
an obvious one: The candidate comes from a prestigious 
family , a fine educational background - and from the 
eastern slope of the Sierra> a fact which will hardly 
go un-noticed by an eastern Sierra constituency that 
has always felt a little left-out of 18th District af¬ 
fairs. Thomas last week announced the appointment of 
Lone Pine r s Douglas Bonham. 20 , as a "congressional 
intern" on his Washington staff. Bonham , a graduate 
of Lone Pine High School (1976) and a former cadet at 
the Hew Mexico Military Institute , is now participat¬ 
ing in the Principia College Washington Field Program ; 
and he will work as a research assistant and in "con¬ 
stituent relations" in Thomas f office. After a winter 
stint in the congressman's office, Bonham will return 
to the Flsah } Illinois, camous and later hopes to work 
permanently as a congressional staffer following his 
graduation. Be is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Bonham of Lone Pine. Following the announcement, the 
congressman posed with his smiling appointee beneath a 
statue of Father Junipero Serra which stands with those 
from 49 other states in the capitol r s Statuary Hall. 


Take advantage of News-Letter’s FREE 
trial subscription. We'll mail it to 
you (four editions) with no obligat¬ 
ion on your part. Call today! 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Hospital, its acting Administrator Jerry Zeu- 
tzius last week laid down some hard-line pol¬ 
icies o Among them: 

The burden of proof for insurance or 
medical coverage would rest with the patient, 
"not the hospital;" 

Obstetrics patients must make "regular" 
payments - up to a minimum of $600 in advance 
of actual delivery. And patients planning to 
enter the hospital for surgery will be con- 
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tacted to "work out" financial arrangements a- 
head of time* 

'There will be no out-patient services av¬ 
ailable on weekends or holidays (except for the 
emergency roan)® All outpatient charges, in¬ 
cluding charges for emergency services, which 
amount to $75 or less, must be paid at the 
time that the service is rendered, but credit 
can be "pre-arranged." 

Zeutzius• announcement (in the form of a 
press release) said that operating losses at 
the hospital in 1978 exceeded $2l|li,000, and 
that in the first six months of the current 
fiscal year, losses exceed $110,000. His con¬ 
clusion : "Your hospital directors and manage¬ 
ment have a responsibility to the community to 
operate the hospital in a manner that provides 
excellent patient care and keeps the facility 
financially sound. These can only be done by 
instituting sound business practices." 


VARIOUS PROGRAMS MANDATED BY THE STATS - and 
often unwanted by the counties - continue to 
mount; the cost to revenue-short county gov¬ 
ernments is high, and at least one county res¬ 
ident who is a news columnist and a hospital 
board chairman, wants to stop it. W. Paul 
^ayne of A e eler appeared this week before the 
supervisors to argue an element of the countyb 
new "general plan." Payne says that the "scenic 
(NEWS BRIEFS continued, P. 16) 



...where you'll find everything you need 
for your party: finest domestic and im¬ 
ported cheeses; zesty imported beers; 
"cheese-mates" - more than 20 kinds 
of crackers; finest hors d'oeuvres 


I Bishop's finest foods and spirits • Imports • 3100 West Line Street 


For those who know fine quality 
and attentive personal service; 
those who are accustomed to and 
demand the very best - always'. I 
For these, Manor Market provides 
the level of quality that people 
of good taste always seek..,.. 
...Choice meats, farm-fresh pro¬ 
duce and gourmet foods. 


Nicole Kwappenberg 


THE WINE BARREL 
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On our new bright screen ... 



sit h 

WlOM \t ■ •— 
TONIGHT! 


WED.-SAT. 


FEB. 7-8-9-10 


BY POPULAR DEMAND 


BEST PICT URE Jl* o A00CCM — HAMMCKSTUN) 

ULOI ~=*-v-JS> 2(3. «0M«T. l5 t 



Winner of 5 
Academy 
Awards 




* OF M)$i 0 

COLOR * ® 

by De Luxe 


Sun. - Tues., Feb. 11, 12, 13 
"A SONG REMAINS THE SAME" 
and "SAND CASTLE" 



ESSES 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


BLUE 



DOT 


COME IN 
TODAY... 


SALE! 


LOOK FOR 
THE DOT 


FIND THE BLUE DOT ATTACHED TO ITEMS OF 
TOP NAME MERCHANDISE. WHERE YOU FIND IT, 
YOU’LL GET SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS! 

~ SIMMONS ^warranty) 

BEAUTYREST 

Famous LAZ-BOY Chairs 

HIDE-A-BED 



■CALI—r 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

CFenJon furniture & 
l^lpkoLterij Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 


The most complete 
local and area 
news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7:05, 8:05, 12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UPI world news... 

(We figure you want to 
know what's really 
going on - everywhere!) 


STEREO FM 100 

KIOQ/FM 

‘fm radio one hundred’ 
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REST BUYS: 

1. LONE PINE: One of town's finest. Targe 
comfortable family home. Huge game room and 
patio for entertaining. 11115,000. 

2. LONE PINE: Roomy family home. 3- 
bedroom, 1%-bath. Fireplace. $57,500. 

3. LONE PINE: Double-wide mobile home. 2- 
bedroom, 2-bath. $18,700. 

4. LONE PINE: Income property: 3 units, 
cozy 1-bedroom home. Fireplace, garage and 
shop, nice yard. Fruit trees, grapes. Plus 
2 small rentals. Many extras. Good buy at 
$55,000. 



bus. (714) 876-4121 res. (714) 876-4442 



If you now own or plan 
to own a home less than 
10 years old, you may 
qualify for a discount on 
your Homeowners insur¬ 
ance as high as 20%. Call 
or write for details - 
there is no obligation. 


People call me independent. 

They're right. I am independent. 
An Independent Insurance Agent. 

I ndependent to choose the best 
policy for your car, home, business or 
life from a number of companies. And 
if there’s a problem, I’m here to help. 

I’m not hke a good neighbor. I am 
your neighbor. 


Q. What's A Discount 


To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners 
Insurance credit program 
from Great American. 


| PAT ROBERTS/associate 

l res. (714) 376-5864 


CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
bus. (714) 876-4121 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine. California 93545 



R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON • Insuranco 
1 24 N. Main, Lone Pino, California 
Phone 8 76-4105 



Its new. 

Give us a try. 





AM 600 


LOCAL NEWS ON KNYO 
8 AM 
NOON 
5 PM 

ABC information radio network 
Every hour on the half hour 


KKXsoecoBoeweooe 
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AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



REAL SERVICE 



• TUNE-UPS 


♦ BRAKES 

TOWING 

• EXPERT LUBRICATION 

14-Hour 

• TIRE REPAIRS 

Emergency 
Rad Service 

• TIRES • BATTERIES 

Complete overhaul service 



878-2112 


South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence 



WE CATER PRIVATE OR 
PUBLIC PARTIES, DINNERS 
AND RECEPTIONS FOR 


Ijo td snnn m icctc (or f° r a 



For the very best ham, 
beefy ribsj chicken: 


872-5535 


KODAK Color Enlargements 

Order three, 
one is free! 


Beautiful KODAK Color 
Enlargements from your 
favorite snapshots, 
instant prints, color 
slides, or KODACOLOR 
Negatives make great 
gifts, or decorative 
accents for your home or 
office. 

And now is the time to 
order them. You pay for 
only two. The third 
one is free! 

Bring this coupon to our 
store for complete details, 
but hurry, this special 
offer ends March 14. 




Phillips Camera House 


186 No. MAIN 


(714) 872-4211 


BISHOP 


Your response has been TERRIFIC.... 

So vie're continuing our big mid-winter 



ackets 


and Men's and women's WOOLRICH SHIRTS 


Warm for winter. Stop in now and 
see these famous-name jackets: 

"TWIN PEAKS" 

"MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT" 
"BANANA" 

and ALPS SWEATERS 
Save on these mid-winter discounts 


Going to the slopes? Get your equip¬ 
ment here and avoid the crowds and 
the long lines: SKI RENTALS 


(714) 873-5070 



LUfiz LBlL and cSflOZt <zShof}f2£, 


77 2 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351-4 
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Learn to Weave 

semi-private lessons 
»beginners-advanced 

Kristin Bergstad 
-weaver 

124 W.Market Thurs.-Mon. 

Independence 1-5 pm/878-2256 

4 Wk.Delivery for looms & yarns 

TTiTTT rr 


V 





SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGH. . . 

only the best for your eyes. 

©PliCAL 


JOHN GUSTAFSON ROBERT GUSTAFSON 


873-7740 


(LA MONTANA PLAZA • BEHIND DOWNTOWN SAFEWAY) 

157 SHORT ST - BISHOP, CA. 



8734924 v , 2587 W. Line Bishop 

A 



v..: 


!“ >S 





411 MOUNTAIN* „ 

SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

• SEWER PIPE CUTTERS •TEST PLUGS 

•TRENCHER •BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5.:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


Just plain good cookin' 

Try our hot soups . fresh every day 
Fast service on lOnch and brea 
Salad bar 



CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


me$ 


The latest in music, news, sports. You're #1 with us ! 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN 
THE WORLD... 



Local news at 7:oo AM; 8:oo AM; NOON; 5:oo PM 
World news via AP leased wire on the hour. 



John Young 



John Homier 



Mike Bradley Dr. "J" 


SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 


I BISH®P 1230AM 

i niii m 

P O. BOX 757 714 873-6324 
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By BfNETT KESSLER 


Radar for 
the CHP ? 


Many Californians - 
some say a majority - 
don't want it. Drivers 
in the state enjoy 
their "freedoms," 
but the death toll is 
appalling, insurance 
claims are sky-high, 
and the Highway 
Patrol is pushing 
for a legislative 
okay to help con¬ 
trol traffic that has 
long-ignored the "55" 
speed limit. 
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Lt. Hurl but. In pursuit of the elusive radar 


T HE CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATHOL IS PUSHING STATEWIDE FOR FEDERAL FUNDING FOR RADAR. Accord¬ 
ing to CHP Lt. H.M. Hurlbut, who directs Highway Patrol activities in Inyo County, Cali¬ 
fornia is the only state that does not support its Highway Patrol in the use of radar for 
traffic control. Says Hurlbut: "There has been 


opposition from truckers. The Teamsters are 
violently opposed to radar. Eut the responsib¬ 
le trucking companies are supporting it; they 
don’t want their drivers speeding." 

Getting the approval of the legislature 
in its search for federal funding, the High¬ 
way Patrol faces a political matter. "There 
is no tiling in the law that says we cannot have 
radar," says Hurlbut, "but the commissioner, 

I’m sure, feels that he doesn't want to do 
something the legislature doesn't like.«. lie 
has to go to them for milTions of dollars to 
run the Highway Patrol." 

In this county as in the state, speed¬ 
ing remains the Number One Problem of traffic 
control. The recent storm provided more evi¬ 
dence in the issue. 

On a recent traffic check near Bishop, 
the CHP found the average speed to be about 
6U miles an hour, a figure up a mile or so 
over a year ago. Hurlbut estimates that his 
department - about 15 men - issues around 
500 citations per month. He firmly replied to 
the oft-asked question: Is there a "quota" 
system for officersV "There is no quota syst¬ 
em, but there is a work standard. We expect 
that our men on a beat will observe problems 
and take appropriate action." 

Hurlbut - and other officers - see rad¬ 
ar as a "great deterrent." Local CHP's spend 
most of their time patrolling, writing tick¬ 
ets, assisting motorists in trouble, and 
playing cowboy - removi ng loose livestock fran 
highways. "Chasing cattle," says Hurlbut rue¬ 
fully. "We love that." 

Meanwhile, the men are doing those du¬ 
ties in a slightly different way in Inyo and 
elsewhere. The top brass of the Highway Pat¬ 
rol calls the new program "a concentration of 
manpower." 

Some citizens are calling it a rotten 

deal. 

Cn January 1 the Highway Patrol in Inyo 
and elsewhere in the state put into practice 
a policy that has resulted in a cutback of 
patrolled areas. In the long stretches, of 
Highway 395 south of Olancha, and on Highway 


6 out of Bishop, there are no longer "regular 
patrols." The centralization of patrolled ar¬ 
eas is the main Inyo artery between Olancha 
and the community of Tom's Place. 

As the Highway Patrol's luck would have 
it, the first "victim" of the new system was 
the Lone -Pine Lion's Club president. Bob Hamb¬ 
lin, who with his wife had a break-down and 
were stranded on the highway south of Olancha 
on New Year's Day. No one stopped to help, and 
the patrol car they patiently awaited failed 
to show up 0 Hamblin says he's mad now and he 
hopes to see the policy changed. He has writ¬ 
ten letters to the governor and to the Highway 
Patrol heirarchy. And local patrolmen say that 
other complaints are mounting. 

As best he can, Hurlbut fields the com¬ 
plaints and explains his boss's program: "The 
commissioner feels that the manpower should be 
concentrated on major highways; that's not to 
say we don't respond to problems on other roads 
however." 

There are no manpower cutbacks. "The re¬ 
cognition of the departmoat is that we can't 
really adequately patrol all the highways, so 
we can give better service in certain areas." 

Hamblin disagrees. "There have been a 
number of accidents and disabled vehicles south 
of Olancha. That area should be patrolled be¬ 
cause it is so remote; that's what the whole 
thing is all about. I've lived here 23 years 
and they can't convince me that that area is 
not a problem." 

The patrol areas were calculated by CHP 
men who checked out a four-year print—out on 
accidents and problems on this area - and by 
a check on local records. It appears that the 
"heaviest" traffic would be the area that the 
local CHiPs have chosen to patrol. 

As for the radar, the plan is full of 
ifs - if ittoe legislature goes along this year, 
if the CHP can get funding from federal sourc¬ 
es. There is little doubt about what radar can 
do; clearly it works, perhaps all-too-well for 
California drivers who tend to have a heavy 
gas pedal foot. And high fatality rates. 

The CHP wants to end all that. 
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letters and comment ,ZZ- 


The Inyo County News-tetter welcomes 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address- 
Indevendence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's readers 



ed to PO Box 531 } 

that publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply that the editors a- 
gree with its content, or that the editors guarantee accuracy of the letter. 


Inyo County News-Better: 


DRACO FOUNDATION OFFERS SUPPORT, 

AND SUBSCRIBES FOR THE SANATORIUMS 

\ 

Inyo News-Letter: 

I enclose Draco Foundation, Inco's 
check for to be used for subscriptions to 

the News-Letter for both of the county sana- 
toriums, and for the youth detention homes. 

This sum is given to the News-Better in 
recognition of a valuable service to the coun¬ 
ty; that is, the news, with no politics or 
hanky-panky or slantedne3s, other than what 
is natural. We are grateful for this service 
and hope that the county recognizes how des¬ 
perately it is needed in the face of the oth¬ 
erwise scant unbiased news we get. 

We should like to make a direct contrib¬ 
ution to the purchase of a printing press for 
the ^ews-Better. I understand your policy of 
not accepting gifts directly from subscribers 
and advertisers; however, we are also the 
ones that should, and want to support your 
efforts. 

What can we work out for the future? 
Surely we - we as a public foundation - could 
assist you in raising the money without jeo¬ 
pardizing integrity, could we not? I would 
gladly announce it to the county and to oth¬ 
ers, if we could. 

Looking forward to more and good news, 
as well as the necessary day-to-day entangle¬ 
ments, we wish you success, and give you our 
thanks. Blessings on this enterprise. 

- Edith Newcomb 
President 
Draco Foundation 
Independence 

(Editor's note: News-Letter is grateful 
to Reader Newcomb and to the Draco Foundat¬ 
ion for the sentiments expressed - and for 
the subscription orders. It is true that 
News-Letter would like to expand - perhaps 
to a newsmagazine format covering the entire 
eastern Sierra as far as northern Mono Coun¬ 
ty. But it is clear that financial consider¬ 
ations for such an ambitious project are now 
far beyond News-Letter ’s means. What News- 
Letter needs now is a numler of supporters 
such as Newcomb - and the realization on the 
part of advertisers that News-Letter has be¬ 
come a potent advertising medium. Draco's 
is not the first offer for a "donation" to 
be turned down with regret - but the editors 
feel that the media should somehow make its 
own way to assure readers that the press is 
indeed free - if and when it wants to be. As 
for the subscriptions, Draco 's members can 
rest assured that their check has bought a 
very long-time subscription for the county 
sanatoriums . For those unfamiliar with Dra¬ 
co itself (and these are few), the editors 
would like to say that Draco is a trust 
foundation organized to support the arts.) 

### 

B.K.’S LESS-THAN-DYNAMIC-DUO, REAGAN AND 
CONNALLY, AND A FEW IRATE DEFENDERS 
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In regard to the squib in your *3.K.' col¬ 
umn concerning John Connally of Texas, I am 
disappointed to the point of writing you to 
express my distaste. 

I question the qualifications of your 'B. 
K.' to pass judgment on Connally, or Reagan 
eitlier, both of vh om she chose to belittle as 
political figures. However, there are people 
who believe anything they read in public print 
and their votes must be counted when choosing 
the leaders of our country. 

For that reason news reporters, even in 
gossip columns, should not make irresponsible 
statements. (B.K. obviously did not know en¬ 
ough about the man to spell his name correct¬ 
ly.) Moreover, for a straggling paper, such 
as you claim to be, to deliberately state op¬ 
inions which could turn away potential sub¬ 
scribers seems the height of folly. 

If B.K. would take the time to enlighten 
herself she'd find that many influential and 
informed leaders of both major political par¬ 
ties praise Connally (and Reagan) as well 
qualified for the presidency. 

-Glenn H. Goodenough 
Big Pine 

(Editor's note: News-Letter’s Benett Kess¬ 
ler is not so naive that she was unaware that 
her comments might provoke criticism - and 
that in fact it might even cost a subscriber 
(or advertiser) or two. However, if Nerws-Let - 
ter is to base its editorial content on views 
that are merely "popular" it would be a kind 
of sell-out for profit wouldn’t it? As for 
the spelling of Mr. Connally 's name, B.K. did 
in fact spell it correctly; it appeared in¬ 
correctly thanks to the well-meaning editor 
who "corrected" it in reading her copy. The 
editor, like Connally, is a native Texan and 
can't spell. /5s a matter of fact, the pro- 
con comments on B.K.'s Connally-Reagan views 
were about 50-50, but only one letter, Mr. 
Goodenough 's, was received.) 

THE ONGOING BLAME-IT-ON-THE-COPS GAME: 

A RESPONSE TO PASTOR HARKE'S FORUM LETTER 

Editor: 

The letter in your latest issue by this 
ill-informed person (FORUM letter of Pastor 
Bob Harke, issue of January 19) lamenting how 
great the local CHP is really infuriated me 0 
Perhaps this "kook” doesn 't know about the 
other side of the coin. It is apparent that 
Mr. Hsrke’s references to "o..slanderous com¬ 
ments toward officers in the county..-." are 
not without justification; certainly in spite 
of the fact that the sheriff deputy's legal 
complications began long after the alleged 
"slanderous comments." 

Bad news may sell papers, but there's an 
old saying, "No news is good news." If these 
cops followed the letter of the law, it is 
certainly obvious that nobody would publish 
an article titled, perhaps, "Local Cops Keep 
Within The Law." 













If Mr<> Ha*ke would remove his senses 
from his posterior, he would see that the loc 
al oops are among the most under-worked, ov¬ 
er-paid and yet most self-serving hippocrites 
on any of the state/county payrolls. In real¬ 
ity, the actual number of law-abiding honest 
cops are about as rare as Mr. H a rke's suggest¬ 
ion of "bad apples." 

I know of one CHP officer who points 
shotguns at people who ask for assistance. 

I know of another whose long service re¬ 
cord has elevated himself above the lawo This 
"officer" as he would like to be called, pleas¬ 
antly travels at 70 mph while enroute to no 
particular destination. When a motorist flag¬ 
ged him the "five-five" hand signal, this "of¬ 
ficer" apprehended the motorist and inquired 
as to his intentions. 7/hen the motorist ex¬ 
plained, this "officer" just said, "That 
doesn't apply to me," and proceeded to issue 
tiie motorist a citation for no brake lights. 
When confronted again with the question about 
his doing 70, the "officer" hesitated and re¬ 
plied, "I, uh, was chasing a truck." There was 
no truck on the highway at any point close to 
this time<> 

Harke says speeding tickets would be eas¬ 
ier to understand, and I agree. That is, if 
they would issue any. While the trucks really 
are tailgating motorists (to within five feet 
of their auto) then speed past at better than 
65, these cops are performing more important 
duties - harassing the local teenagers, drink 
ing coffee, writing tickets for no horn, BS-ing 
with each other, or just plain taking it easy 
on a side street in town. 

A cop has to be instinctively motivated 
to hate someone or some type - the criminal. 
3ut because of any measurable quantity of crim¬ 
inals here, they pick the next best thing - 
the young people. Young people can't - or wont 
- argue, at least effectively. The cop dons hjs 
"red neck" and regardless of who's right, the 
cop's the winner. Not all young people are law- 
abiding, and there's enough to give many a bad’ 
name (drugs, booze, speeding, theft, etc.) but 
not to the point of a flat-across-the-board 
policy. 

The problem in Inyo County is not the 
people, it's the cops. There's too many of 
them. They can't all be handling different 
problems at the same time. So they go out and 
deliberately create their own problems. And 
when they've triumphed from an encounter with 
a teen-ager or young person, they pat them¬ 
selves on the back and say, "See? We're uphold¬ 
ing the law!" 

Does this slanted habit reflect only 
those cops on the local level? Hardly. Letters 
of complaint to Sacramento headquarters have 
gone unresolved or unanswered. 

When I was a child, I faithfully watched 
the TV series, "Highway Patrol," which was pat¬ 
terned after the CHP. Although the program had 
its inaccuracies insofar as realism and polic¬ 
ies were concerned, it had a strong influence 
on me, and I avidly desired to become a member 
of the CHPo Now times have changed. 

No doubt the CHP performs some acts of 
"heroism" as writer Harke suggests, but let 
him compare these rare, few deeds to the sum 
totals of "harrassment" aimed at local people 
during these off hours. And he has the gall to 
say we should thank God for so many of these 
individuals in Owens Valley. I think God would 


be offended. 

Mr. Harke suggests that we all wave as 
they drive past. I know of one person who did 
that, because he was young, he was accused 
of making a vulgar gesture. Try it and see. 

- Loren Efaneff 
Independence 

(Editor’s note: News-Letter finds itself 
distressed by the ongoing polarization be¬ 
tween "young people" and "cope." The editor, 
who for more than 20 years has dealt as an 
observer (as newsman and police reporter in 
metropolitan areas) of police officers and 
police agencies, has found only one or two 
incidents in which the ”,cops” might have been 
considered the aggressors in youth-police con¬ 
flict. Incidentally, gust three days before 
receiving Reader Efaneff's letter, News-Let¬ 
ter happened to interview the top CHP man in 
this area; he offered and urges a resolution 
of the "speeding problem,” as reported else¬ 
where in these pages. News-Letter might also 
point out that among officers and citizens 
everywhere, the California Highway Patrol is 
considered to be one of the most disciplined 
and respected police agencies in the United 
States. It would appear that different people 
have different experiences with officers - re¬ 
sulting in highly differing views toward them. 
News-Letter finds itself in disagreement with 
most of what Reader Efaneff has to say, but 
respects his right to say it - and willingly 
provides the medium for him.) 

A TRAVELING LADY COMMENTS ON ANOTHER 
TRAVELING LADY IN.NEWS-LETTER'S PAGES 

News-Letter: 

I thought I would die laughing. ’Which 
one of you thought up the captions for those 
baby pictures, "The Traveling Lady"? (News- 
Letter, January 8) 

I especially enjoyed the two captions 
"Oh, dear the photographers are here" and 
the one that followed I pat the seq¬ 

uence up on the class bulletin board for my 
boys and girls to enjoy. How timely! - 'We had 
just studied "photography." 

I 'll bet you are having a lot of fun 
with the photography and art. See how things 
work out for the best? % guess is that this 
paper affords you a better outlet than the 
radio did. (Of course, this was not just iliickj 
you were not easily defeated when you were 
put off the air. To resort to a paper was a 
wise choice.) 

Could you send me another copy of the 
baby-photo page? I wish to send it* to a friend. 

Well, my children are calling (in Nava¬ 
jo). They tease me for my lack of knowledge 
of Navajo. When I ask a child what a certain 
word means, he interprets. I repeat it and 
everybody laughs. Sometimes I feel 1 was giv¬ 
en a wrong interpretation! 

— Gloria Lewis 
La Vida Mission 
Farmington, N.M. 

(Note: Reader Lewis, a sometimes-feature 
contributor to News-Letter, is a teacher in 
a remote mission school in New Mexico. Her 
home is T,one Pine. She makes reference to a 
time three years ago when News-Letter 's pub¬ 
lishers produced a news show on the old KINC 
and were fired due to pressure on KINC's then- 
owners by the Department of Water and Power.) 
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DEATH VALLEY JUNCTION: 
A real drams 
behind the camen 





Photos: Susan Mativo 


County health codes 
and a Las Vegas millionaire 
will close the Amargosa 

THE OWNER, THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, THE MANAGER AND 
THE BALLET PRODUCER STAND AT ODDS OVER WHY THE AM¬ 
ARGOSA IS CLOSING - BUT IT’S ALL OVER THIS WEEKEND 

T HE HOTEL, THE RESTAURANT AND THE OPERA HOUSEj that's about 
all there is, the whole town of Death Valley Junction. But 
;Lts fame exceeds by far its diminutive size and people go 
there in tour buses to have dinner and to see a variety of very 

professional stage productions presented ty 
Marta Becketo Movie companies send location 
scouts and film crews there to plan and to 
film moving pictures. Such a crew was there 
when the word got out a couple of weeks agoj 
The hotel and restaurant will close - this * i 
coming weekend - unless the old building 
can be brought up to the health and safe- 

Film Actress Forman 




As Las Vegas Millionaire Simon was putting the old Amargosa 
Hotel on the hloakj a movie company moved in to take advantage 
of Death Valley Junction's surrounding scenery and the old ho¬ 
tel site. Crumbling structures and inadequate sewer lines e- 
voked no fears for American Film Institute Producer Alvaro De 
La Huerta there to film his Mexican psycho-saga "Life's Rou¬ 
lette." The Amargosa's colonial structure needed but little 
set construction to turn it into a realistic Mexican fail- 
execution yard. The award-winning producer, a native of 
Spain,had lined up a top director, Titus Leber, another in¬ 
ternational award-winner, and Actress Ruth Forman who is 
known to national television audiences for her work in "Ta¬ 
xi" and in the "Starsky and Hutch" series. Their drama is a 
complex in-depth study of a fail inmate's dream-or-reality 
experience of incarceration and execution to be shown in 
the not-too-distant future on network television. Actress 
Forman said she took her role "to learn more about her art" 
from Leber. "In Hollywood, even a successful actress is treat¬ 
ed like a stage prop." Director Leber first visited Death Val¬ 
ley five years ago and despite successes in his native Austria 


he was "drawn back here by the desert. " He says it is "an empti¬ 
ness that allows me to profect my dreams, " and already he plans 


Tecopa’s Gary Mohn 

As a movie extra, he another film venture in the Death Valley area, 
plays an executioner s 


— SUSAN MATIVO 
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ty standards long demanded 
by Inyo County. As to wheth¬ 
er those standards are al¬ 
ready met is a matter of op- 
ions that vary widely among 
the principals involved in 
the Amargosa controversy: Ifen 
Pratt, the current manager of 
the hotel-restaurant complex; 
Tom Williams and Marta Beck- 
et who operate the single big 
attraction, the opera house; 
the Inyo health and building 
departments; and, finally, 
the singlemost powerful fig¬ 
ure in the Amargosa's quest¬ 
ionable future, 27-year-old 
millionaire-entrepreneur, Petr- 
er Simon who bought virtual¬ 
ly the whole town of Death 
Valley Junction three years 
ago 0 Simon, Williams, Becket 
and the county departments 








Hi! 


K 




■■ 




.. zm 

A movie soundman 
The hotel is at a 


stand in agreement on the issue of the Amargo¬ 
sa's condition: It is not good. 

But Ken Pratt, whose family of a dozen 
or so makes up the vast majority of DVJ's pop¬ 
ulation, says he thinks Becket and Simon and 
Williams are in a "conspiracy" to get him out 
and "turn the town into a ghost town 0 " Some 
months ago Pratt was handed the responsibil¬ 
ity of up-grading the Amargosa. He claims 
that to a great extent he has done just that. 

Until then, things had gone very well, 
if national fame is a measure. Pecket and Wil¬ 
liams opened up the opera house just 11 years 
ago, Feb. 10, 1968. Since then, thousands have 
seen their stage productions presented by a 
number of imported professionals, and the bal¬ 
lets they themselves have staged. There were 
reports about them on national television, in. 
magazines and scores of newspapers, but great 
artists, like great prophets, are never known 
in their own countries, and the potential lo¬ 
cal or area trade stayed away in droveso The 
success of the operation depended then on the 
tourists and the busloads of opera house aud¬ 
iences that came down the road. 

But with the decline of hotel and rest¬ 
aurant service, all that went by the way. The 
county stepped in and said in effect fix it 
up or close it down. 

Becket says Simon has promised to get 
everything in order. "We were all friends. He 
bought itso we could buy the opera house. I 
offered to paint murals on the hotel walls, 
and I've been working on them for a year-and- 
a-half. Then Simon lost interest; he pulled 
the money out. It worries me sick about the 
paintings now; someone could tear the hotel 
dovm. We're trying to get it on the National 
Register as an historic site, but Mr. Simon 
won't sign. The town is for sale now; he is 
asking $li00,000." 

Becket and Williams plan to continue 
their schedule of shows - as long as they can 
- but stage troupes need a place to stay, a 
place to dine, as do opera-housegoers. 

Reporter Benett Kessler talked to Simon 
and to Pratt, and about all that is known ab¬ 
out the issue is what they have to say: 

BK: Why did you buy Death Valley Junct¬ 
ion? 

PS: Because of the opera house, and what 
Marta Becket has done there. 

BK: Will the closed hotel hurt the op- 


on the Amargosa's broad Spanish veranda 

crossroad, literally and otherwise 

era house? 

PS: ..not necessary for the opera house; 

I think everyone is concerned about the hotel 
and opera house, but no one is in a depress¬ 
ion or panic. 

BK: ’/That about the county health and 
building code people? 

PS: I fully concurred with their opini¬ 
ons. I was going to close ito 

BK: Do you plan to sell the hotel? 

PS: Well, everything has its price,, 

BK: Why won't you sign the National Reg¬ 
ister thing, make it an historic site. 

PS: I don't knew who told you thato I 
would sign if I felt there was a danger of 
something happening, but I doubt that anyone 
would bulldoze a useful building. My plans for 
the next six to eight months are to replace 
the sewer lines and refurbish the houses there, 
and let Marta do more painting if she wants; 

I 'll leave the hotel closed and see what hap¬ 
pens. 

Then BK talked to Pratt: 

KP: I think there's a conspiracy. Tom 
Williams wants everyone out; everyone who has 
come in, he turns them in to the health and 
building department. Most of -the plumbing is 
straightened up, but the houses in back are 
terrible. The hotel shouldn't be condemned. 

The miners here are desperate for housing. We 
had 12 of them all winter. I had a contract, 
and Simon never got around to signing it, but 
it doesn't matter. I feel we've been ripped 
off. We put some of our own money into it... 
and time. We have six of our children living 
here. Simon wanted to close down the hotel 
because he was afraid it would be condemned 
and lose its value. 

"We'll probably go to Utah." 

Without the hotel and the restaurant - 
Becket calls the once-good restaurant a "sort- 
of" cafe - can the opera house survive? 

"We'll stay open,* she says, "but we 
can't have the tourist buses; there’s no place 
to eat." 

The Amargosa is about years old 0 
It is situated - literally - at the junction 
of two roads. Highways 190 and 12?, and ap¬ 
parently at another junction: repair and 
growth, or perhaps oblivion. 

Public interest generated by the contro¬ 
versy may lead to a resolution. But last 
week that was a big maybe. 
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Tt was the perfect set-up for just what 

followed: A lingering low pressure sys 
JLtem covered much of CaUforn- 
ia as two moisture-laden storms, 
one following upon the other, 
blew down - hard - to deliver 
quite a lot more snow than Cal¬ 
ifornians are used to, or want. For 
the first time in several years the 
"southern" part of Inyo County found 
itself crunching around in snowfall 
up to 10 inches deep. Unprepared 
motorists were caught on the high¬ 
ways without chains - and two of 
them died south of Olancha when 
their car skidded into an oncoming 
vehicle. The other driver was injur¬ 
ed and as officers worked up to nine 
hours overtime to clean up the mess, 
other mishaps were occurring with a 
grinding, crunching regularity. The, 
tow trucks were busy - as were 
the snowplows whose crews 
worked into the night. 

(See cover) 


Photos: 

John Heston 


At Indep¬ 
endence, a 
nurse skied 
three miles 
to hitch a 
ride to work . 
Her car had 
no chains. 


Even with chains!) the roads were 

not without their hazards, and a news 
reporter, Benett Kessler (left) found her¬ 
self mired hub-deep in the mess while on a tel¬ 
evision filming excursion for Channel 7 f s weath¬ 
erman, Dro Fischbecko In the Death Valley area*s 
high and winding roads, road-clearing equipment 
itself slid into gullies and ditches# Mail was 
delayed there and at Independence as postal ser¬ 
vice tru / cks bogged down or were hindered by 
strande d vehicles. From his office at the Bish~ 
ather station, Morrie Ewing explained in 
pie terms what had happened: ,r It was a ve- 
cold system and that f s why there was snow. 
There was a low pressure trough over the val¬ 
ley and other parts of California and that 
allowed the storms to move in from the 
Gulf of Alaska. 11 At the Bishop airport, 
snow was measured at three inches, else- 
ere six to ten. At Death Valley at least one 
resident had no complaints about the snowfall: 
He had caused a disturbance at a park area and 
he was arrested, but due to the road closures 
the officers were unable to take him to jail 0 
Kids around the county liked it, too; for them 
snow means holidays. Many schools closed down. 


The storm 
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SOUTHERN INYO GROUND TO 
A VIRTUAL HALT BOGGED DOWN 
IN AN ALASKAN SNOWSTORM 





















- tJVotes from B. K? - 

IT'S STILL CONVENIENT FOR COUNTY OFFICIALS TO BLAME PROP 13 FOR A LOT THAT 
happens. And now they're thinking about turning off most of the street lights 
in three county towns. I think we who supported Jarvis and Prop 13 had some¬ 
thing else in mind: cutbacks on upper-echelon damfoolishness and bureaucrat¬ 
ic waste. In other words, in case the county bosses haven't yet gotten our 
message: trim the fat at the top, not the bottom, and cut out county waste 
of taxpayer money (as in the Jack Pound case reported elsewhere in these pag¬ 
es; that one cost us a bundle, thanks to supervisorial and administrative 
bungling.) And leave our lights and services alone <> benett kessler 

ECHOING AGAIN THE CLAIM THAT HOMOSEXUALITY IS AGAINST CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, an Inyo Church has 
taken a stand against homosexuals taking leadership roles in the Methodist Church. From the 
historic Pioneer Methodist Church at Independence comes now a petition drawn up for the Nev- 
ada-California Conference of Methodist Churches in May. Some church individuals said they tad 
become "aware" of the growing homosexual Caucus by reading news articles, and they decided 
to take a stand. They're against either practice or advocacy of homosexuality on the part of 
ministerso A husband and wife who organized the petition did not wish to be quoted. 

•SHBE 

TAKING IT EASY THIS '‘.VINTER: Paradise Lodge Owner Gary Schild. After a good summer season at 
his popular dinner house in the foothills northwest of Bishop, Schild vacationed at Tahoe, 
but recently returned to his Rock Creek diggings and Paradise, gearing up for a reopening 
set for April 6. Schild was also lining up his summer entertainers, and stopped into Whiskey 
Creek last week to arrange a booking for the music team of Connor and Dalton. 

■Wtt 

AND WHILE WE'RE TALKING ABOUT MUSIC GROUPS, we'll offer no report on the forgettable perform¬ 
ances of that, er, uh, outfit that just closed at Mule City. MC Owner Dave Zakar promises the 
local R&R fans a better dance deal in this and coming weeks. 

DINERS-OUT: Very Pleasant People Bill and Sandy Lampi. She's the nice voice you get when you 
call in at Hubbard Construction; he's the young lawyer working with the employment office at 
Mammoth. They lived at Bishop, but decided to split the commuting distance, settling on a 
nice house at Crowley Lake. 

-iHBS- 

HELP FINALLY ARRIVED in the person of Jim Smith, the pro photog from New York, ^e's done work 
for Penthouse, Newsweek, Scholastic, and other national magazines, and just completed an as¬ 
signment for the New York convention bureau. He's also done a number of photo assignments for 
book covers. He's continuing with his magazine assignments as his agent in New York lines up 
work, but he will be headquartering in the valley and working in association with Eastern 
Sierra News Service and News-Letter . He's planning a book on "water issues." Asked about his 
work with Penthouse, he explains that he does "serious" and "political" stuff, not girlies, 
so rest easy all you feminists. 



WOHD HAS IT THAT CHALFANT VALLEY WILL BE A BOOMING DEVELOPMENT. A lot of land speculation 
there right now and rumors of shopping centers, motel complexes, etc. The developers are try¬ 
ing to get hold of what little land that DWP has left us. 

-JBB* 

JACK STUCKEY, the Lone Pine banker and hospital board member is home again after a week in 
the hospital (over which his board presides). Says he's doing fine after surgery. Add Stuckey 
to our growing list of Very Pleasant People 0 

•5BB* 

THE SMALL SC CUT TROOP AT INDEPENDENCE, "TROOP 8U", happened to connect with some magazine 
writers and wound up as a feature in a current issue of Boy's Life . The photos were so good, 
Boy 's Life may do still another piece on them - maybe a cover feature* 

NOBODY TALKS ABOUT IT MUCH, but it's a problem in Inyo: child abuse, wife abuse and - would 
you believe 1? - husband abuse. A. few hereabouts are beginning to look into the problem via 
workshops and crisis counselling. 

-SKBE 

WE TALKED TO CBS' Channel 2 Newsgal Patty Ecker a couple of days ago. 'While we were talking 
we mentioned the magazine stories current in LA (her break-up with Channel 2 Movie Critic 
Bavid Sheean). Says Patty, who keeps her eye on possible television stories in Inyo: "Don't 
believe everything you read in the mags." Patty recently did a TV piece on the old Amargosa 
Hotel. Shocked when she heard it was closing down (See our Page 12), she went to work to get 
the why-so's for maybe another story. Vegas Casino-Owner-Millionaire Peter Simon who is bow¬ 
ing to the health department's codes and closing the place, got a little edgy when we men¬ 
tioned to him that Patty was looking into ito 

**# 


WE'HE LOOKING FOR SOMEBODY OUT THERE to do a book review for 
ed volunteers? (Maybe Eva Poole? Or Jay Ector?) 

.. .AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY.... 


this publication. Any experienc- 


Sincerely, 


IS 
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More woe 
for A I, the 
troubled 
Big Pine 
musician 


First one thing, 
then another.... 




First it was the "tree" thing; At Vinter claimed in a 
lawsuit that DWP was "trimming" his tree, not for fire 
safety, but for firewood. Then it was the trucks across 
the street. One rolled into the controversial tree from 
a truck stop across the highway. Then a week ago, still 
another. This one came right down the driveway only a 
few feet from where Al was sleeping, it tore up the ga¬ 
rage and a lot of musical instruments inside, including 
a piano. The drivers were not setting their brakes when 
they stopped for fuel, or for coffee, in the big park¬ 
ing lot across the way. "T may build a concrete wall," 
said Al. But such safety precautions were a little late; 
At mid-week another truck cut loose, rolled across the 
highway toward Al 's house, and wrecked a car in front. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

highway" element of the plan - and the "same 
problem" with the Bureau of Land Management - 
is one in which "They’re both trying to force 
something down our throats,," Pajme says "If 
the state wants mandates (as in the general 
plan provision) then let them pay for it." 

Will such protesting do much good? It 
would appear not: the county's money has al¬ 
ready been spent in preparing the "scenic 
highway" element of the new general plan. And 
the issue is yet to be decided - at the next 
board meeting, when two supervisors are back 


in town from a conference in H a waii. 


AND BLM TRIED ONCE AGAIN TO PRESENT A CONVINC- 
ing defense of his wildernessprogram. This time, 
the federal bureau sent Charles Tullos, the 
assistant manager of BLM's Bakersfield office, 
who insisted to the board that BLM "is listen¬ 
ing" to public input and "working hard" to 
finish up the wilderness inventory by March 1. 
But he got a challenge from Supervisor Rich¬ 
ard McDonald: "'What if Inyo County tells BLM 
we think your map stinks?" 

Taken aback, Tullos attempted a recovery 
- and an answer: "We're mandated to do this in- 


Overturned 
county truck 


Some time ago a citizens r group at Independence decided no more stop 
signs were needed along some of the town's neighborhood streets - but 
the close calls continued . Late this past week , it finally happened: 
Public Works Employee Al Nikolaus and School Teacher Peggy Sherritt 
arrived at Jackson and Payne at the same time . Neither was badly hurt 
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For Bishop's Boy Scouts, it was a big 
day - "Scout Day" - and they were all o- 
ver town "working" in shops and stores, 
in banks and bakeries, "learning" about how the 
grown-ups do it. A few, Bobby and Scott Ferris and 
Anthony Pisculli, "trained" with the police. Bishop 
r i pf> .#■.■■71 Officer <Joe Pecsi, and Deputy Slieriff Don Lucas al- 
l|f ^ owe d them to blast away on the police firing range. 

. ....IllfliW In every way, they got a bang out of it. 




ventory.. .We 'vc done everything we can to be 
in the law. It’s an extremely emotional, con¬ 
troversial issue..." 

"But what credence do we have? Say we 
don't concur with you?," argued McDonald® 

"Your input," said Tullos, "comes dur¬ 
ing the study phase« That's when the county 
is most involved." 

AT FIRST IT LOOKED LIKE EVERYBODY HAD GOTTEN 
lucky, sustaining only minor injuries when 
a barely-airbome plane crashed on takeoff at 
the little Independence airstrip 0 Grant Mull 
and a few members of his family wanted to see 
the snowfall from the air; they took off, or 
tried to, in a small plane owned by Tom Poole, 
but apparently Pilot 
Mull tried to get in 
the air "with full 
flaps." That, apparent¬ 
ly, kept the plane from 
achieving full speed, and 
when barely in the air, it came ""■ 4 k 4 > 
down, hitting on one wing, bounc¬ 
ing to the other, and then nosediving 
onto the runway 6 Mull suffered what were then 
believed to be minor head injuries, "e drove 
himself to the hospital at Lone Pine where 
he was stitched up, then sent home. Back at 
home Mull and his family talked about going 
out to dinner. Then he collapsed, displaying 
some of the symptoms common to stroke victims 
- paralysis. Rushed to Loma Linda Hospital, 
he underwent surgery, but at week's end hos¬ 
pital personnel there said Mull remained in a 
coma, in critical condition 0 


STREET LIGHT CRISIS: At two public meetings 
this week, some concerned residents turned out 
to be enlightened about the county's proposed 
cut-back in street-lightingo They learned, a- 
mong other things, that the county's light 
bill budget was okay - until the Department of 
Water and Power su denly announced that the 
cost for a number of street lights had never 
been billed. So up went the county's charges 0 
But it may not wind up in a "crisis" after all: 
County Administrator John K. Smith told the 
audiences at meetings in Independence and in 
Lone Pine that the county hope s to defer pay¬ 
ment of some of DWP's bills - and that there 
is a possibility that the new legislature will 
provide "extra funds" for special districts. 

Smith said the deferment plan is 
his recommendation to the board 
and that a decision will be 
made at a meeting now sched¬ 
uled for February 13. 




Flight to see 
tne snow... 


Pilot was 
critically 
injured 
in the 
takeoff 
crash of 
this small plane 
at Independence. 
Wings, nosewheel 


/j 


7 


ind 


propeller w< lamaged. 
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Bishop’s saw-and-hammer muralist 


WITH A TABLE SAW 
AND A TRAINED TAL¬ 
ENT, ARTIST RON 
KIRK TRANSFORMS A 
BISHOP DISCO INTO 
A MURAL SHOWCASE 


Photos: John Heston 


Kirk gathers weathered 
wood scraps, cuts them 
into the lengths and 
shapes he wants and 
with nails and qlue 
fits them into his art. 

Like most people given to self-expression through graphics, Ron Kirk has always had to "do 
art and something else, " which is to say there are few artists who can survive without some 
kind of income-producing work. So it was when Kirk was living on the Hawaiian island of Ma¬ 
ui. There he ran into David Zakar who asked him to join in on the renovation of Bishop’s 
Embers Restaurant; he was turning it into a dinner house, saloon and disco. Kirk would dec¬ 
orate the place - and also tend bar. Kirk is a graduate of Coronado Art School at San Diego, 
and has a relative mastery of several art media - oil, watercolor, sketching. He says he 
likes Inyo's mountain rusticity, its old buildings, and the Laws water towers and railroad 
relics after which he patterned much of his mural work at th,e restaurant-bar, Mule City. He 
gets his wood "from 1800 's mining camps and old brothels of Nevada." 
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